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Who: Shelia Green-Barnhill, 48, of East Orange, founder/CEO of Bikers Against Breast Cancer.

What: The nonprofit organization was created to provide temporary financial assistance to people who are affected by cancer and who are struggling to pay their living expenses.

Quote: "There are thousands of professional business women over 40 in the motorcycle community who are using their business savvy to change the mindset of those who do not understand the lifestyle of bikers,'' Green-Barnhill said.

Background: Approximately 110 motorcycle enthusiasts rode through the streets of Newark and Clinton on May 10 for Bikers Against Breast Cancer's third annual charity motorcycle ride. 

Green-Barnhill's love of motorcycles began in college, when she was riding on the back of her boyfriend's bike, and she eventually took to the road on her own. She formed Bikers Against Breast Cancer in 2006.

This year's campaign, "Over the Top,'' aimed to raise more than $10,000 to help the organization continue its mission, Green-Barnhill said.

"This is the first year we've raised money to provide mini-grants - approximately $3,900 so far. Before that, we would just make donations to people, either to those with cancer or family members of the deceased,'' she added.

Typically, the funds help with utilities, rent, food, transportation or medication. Green-Barnhill said the amount given to applicants is determined on a case by case basis. 

"Don't let the name fool you. You don have to be a biker to receive information or assistance,'' said Green-Barnhill, who rides a Kawasaki Ninja 696 series. "And the help we give isn't limited to people with breast cancer. We help those with all forms of cancer.''

Personal: Green-Barnhill is employed as a community manager of the 414 Union Condominium Association in East Brunswick. She is also the youth minister at Queen of Angels Church, Newark, where she sings in the choir and teaches dance to children. She has a daughter, Lanesa Green, and two grandchildren, Justin and Jalin of East Orange.

How you can help: Log onto babcinc.org or contact Green-Barnhill at (973) 819-3519 or babcfund@aol.com.







